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HIGH SCHOOL JUNIORS STUDY 
FIELD ECOLOGY AT UM
By Robin Tawney 
UM Information Services
MISSOULA—
Thirty-six high school juniors from large metropolitan areas around the United States 
are tramping through forest and dale as part of an eight-week field ecology program of the 
•National Science Foundation (NSF) at the University of Montana, Missoula.
The first group of 18 NSF participants arrived June 23 to begin orientation procedures 
and biological studies which will end Aug. 15. The second group will study from June 30 
to Aug. 22. The students are living with summer session students in UM dormitories.
Participants, who were selected on scholastic achievement and residence in urban 
areas, are exploring geology and forest, aquatic and alpine ecology, according to Dr.
Forrest D. Thomas II, program director and UM associate professor of chemistry.
This is the third year the University has offered this program to high school students,
big
many of whom are experiencing their first taste of life outside the/city.
"Special emphasis," Dr. Thomas said, "will be placed on insects, bacteria and water 
supplies, pollution and wildlife biology. A week-long pack trip into the Bob Marshall 
Wilderness area in the seventh week of study will tie together these aspects of field 
ecology and illustrate Man's role and responsibility to protect his environment."
The program director said Missoula is the only city in the U.S. where all type of 
c"-rironments, from swamp to alpine, are within a day's drive. The students are becoming 
™ore aware of the complex interactions of ecological factors through extensive and varied 
field and laboratory studies, he said.
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They are visiting ecosystems which exhibit outstanding contrasts--from relatively un­
disturbed plant and animal communities in protected parks, refuges and wilderness areas, to 
residual communities in unprotected and commercially exploited areas.
"For example, the NSF participants will hike from Logan Pass in Glacier National Park
to Granite Park Chalet to view an actual alpine environment,” Dr. Thomas said.
Though other universities have NSF grants for summer programs, the Montana program 
is unique because it takes a broad approach to biological and earth sciences, according to
Dr. Thomas. Many other programs concentrate on a single topic, such as mathematics or 
chemistry.
Students attending the first session are: Barbara Aponte, Rochester, N.Y.; Judith Bodnar,
Voorheesvilie, N.Y.; Kathleen Gorak, West Allis, Wis.; Karen Hayes, Hudson, Wis.; Jan 
Hillson, Norfolk, Neb.; Valerie Lyle, New Concord, Ohio; Deborah Miller, Erie, Pa.; Ann 
Taves> Pittsford, N.Y.; Karen Wetmore, Bethesda, Md.
Kerby Anderson, Orinda, Calif.; Andrew Arnold, White Plains, N.Y.; John Brennan,
Ridgewood, N_-J. ; John Hechtel, Westchester, 111., Robin Nicholas, Elgin, 111.; Edward
Ringel and Thomas Plotz, Brooklyn, N.Y.; Marc Schweitzer, New York, N.Y.; Duane Warsett,
St. Louis Park, Minn.
Participants in the second session are: Betsy Blechman, New York, N.Y.; Carol Brenner, 
Middletown, N J . ; Janell Edman, Carmichael, Calif.; Katherine Eissler, Salinas, Calif.;
Janet Finn, Rochester, J^LY.; Jean Matthees, Mankato, Minn.; Kathy McCoy, Derby, Kan.;
Patricia Shopher, Fairborn, Ohio; Bonnie Witek, Chicago, 111.
Andy Bollen, San Rafael, Calif.; James Coddington, Nashville, Tenn.; Morris Diamant,
New York, NJ^; Stephen Dlouhy, Independence, Ohio; Alex Evers, Scarsdale, N.Y.; John Lehman, 
Milltown, N^Jjj Michael Levine, North Quincy, Mass.; Harley- Morgan, Bloomingdale, Ga., and 
Alan Titche, Dallas, Tex.
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